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exhibition in collaboration with Aurélie Julien Collectible

Normal Studio is fascinated by exceptional craftsmanship as it uses tools that are often hand-
crafted.

“Jean-François Dingjian and Eloi Chafaï came to us without any preconceived ideas. The only 
thing they requested was to work around mold imprints» says Isabelle Reither, CIRVA’s director 
from 2010 to 2019. “I liked this open-mindedness and I noticed that even if they wanted a big 
independence, they chose a direction and kept their course. In fact, those two designers have a 
skilful and artistic approach of the material and its usage.”

For Normal Studio, the unique experience at CIRVA’s has allowed them to use their instinct once 
more without having to come up with a pre-drawn project.
“We wanted to let chance play a part in the way glass reacted when in contact with the various 
textures of molds, like wire fence, perforated sheet metal or flexible materials like textile. The goal 
was to act on a process to test its limits in order to generate a form which would never be exactly 
the same. Opportunities to go full on research in total freedom are not that numerous!” 

More than a year after they started their research, Normal Studio selected some glass pieces 
amongst the forty or so items that they created with the CIRVA team. From the glass blowers 
team at CIRVA, three are in charge of following Normal Studio’s work. They memorize the moves 
and gestures they will perform in order to answer the designers’ expectations. Although they 
have always plenty of suggestions to give, the glass blowers like to develop a complicity with the 
residents to better satisfy their demands, or even anticipate them to push their skills even further. 

The duo quickly orientated its work towards the relationship between glass and light. “We noticed 
that the imprints left on the glass had interesting optical qualities. The diffraction of light lead to 
a rich imaginary.” 

Normal Studio chose to create an object without any assembling system, to take some distance 
from conventional typologies. Everything works on the principle of piling up : a led plate, a blown 
glass tube, a casted glass disc, the whole being topped with textured forms..

Four glass pieces are thus set without any fixings. There is no magic in this work, but a crazy 
jigsaw puzzle to create notches (grooves in the glass), which make the harmonious assembling of 
the various elements possible.
The selected prototypes by Normal Studio look like deceptively light lamps, although each of 
them weighs around ten kilos. 

 As a result of this research around molds and randomness, Normal Studio will produce a series of 
lamps which will be unique pieces. In 2024, they decided to complete their work with a series of 
vases made from a selection of sculptural blown forms, kept in their original state. 
	 					   
	

extract from the text «Des moules/des lampes» by Michèle Leloup 
from the monographic work «Normal Studio Design Process», Editions Alternatives
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The International Glass and Visual Arts Research Centre (Cirva) is an art centre that places creation at the
heart of its project. Occupying a unique position on the world stage since 1983, it invites artists and designers
to work with a precise material, glass, in an atmosphere of total freedom. At the Cirva’s studio, they are met
by a team of very high-level glass technicians with whom a dialogue begins. This exchange unfolds over the
course of time, through repeated visits. It is instrumental in allowing the artists to undertake bold experiments
during which unlimited avenues of thought encounter a material with a complex and unpredictable reputation.
The Cirva holds a collection including more than one thousand items, documenting the various creative
experiments undertaken with the artists, who donate specific pieces to the association at the end of their
collaboration. The Cirva has always sought to share the creative experiments being conducted in its studio
through various partnerships and loans for exhibitions and events held at other institutions. In the studio, the
Cirva is committed to share its activities with the public during open house days.
The Cirva is a non-profit association, recognized for general interest, which has been supported since its
creation by the Ministry of Culture / regional directorate of cultural affairs Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur, by 
the City of Marseille, by the Sud Paca regional council and the Bouches-du-Rhône departmental council.
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